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Andres Galarza was sent to form a settlement near
the gold-mines, and in February 1551, lie founded
the city of Ibague in a charming spot near the
Magdalena and close to the silver-mine of San
Anton. Mariquita was founded, in August of the
same year, by the side of a limpid stream of cold
water flowing from the cordillera, in the midst of
lovely scenery, by Francisco Nunez Pedroso. It
is two leagues from the Magdalena. There was
also an unsuccessful expedition into the eastern
forests in search of gold, led by Juan de
Avendano.

When the Adelantado, Gonzalo Jimenes de
Quesada, was approaching his seventieth year,
unwarned by the failure of his brother and others,
he undertook to lead an expedition in search of
El Dorado, in the forests to the eastward, to be
equipped at his own expense. It would seem
that this wild enterprise originated from Spain,
and that the Adelantado, Quesada, had a hint that
he would receive a marquisate if he succeeded.

Francisco Aguilar contributed, and 300,000
pesos de oro were expended before the expedition
was ready to start. It consisted of 300 Spaniards,
including some women, and 1500 native porters.
Sickness attacked them very soon after entering